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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE  
INTEGRATED FOOTBALL PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.02 pm]: Western Australia has a 
proud sporting tradition, particularly in Australian Rules football. What we have not always done well, however, 
is create opportunities for all members of our community to enjoy the feeling of being part of a footy team. I am 
enormously proud as Minister for Sport and Recreation to speak today about an initiative that seeks to do just 
that and to acknowledge an extremely special group of individuals, who collectively make an outstanding team. 

The Western Australian Amateur Football League’s integrated football program is a structured Australian Rules 
football competition for people with an intellectual disability. A concept that began in 2009 has grown to a five-
team competition with Fremantle CBC, Lynwood–Ferndale, High Wycombe, Warnbro Swans and Kingsway 
competing for the 2011 premiership. This competition gives players with an intellectual disability a complete 
football experience, from training and playing as a team to engaging with other players and supporters in a club 
environment.  

I am delighted that members of this year’s premiership side, Fremantle CBC, their coaching and support staff, 
carers and parents are here with us today in the public gallery, and I acknowledge them. This year’s grand final 
against Lynwood–Ferndale was a close-fought affair highlighted by some remarkable performances. Adam 
Maes, who is here with us today, kicked four first-half goals to set up the win, and Nick Rogerson was 
outstanding on the day and justly received the award for best on ground. As good as those individual 
performances were, the character of these young men is even better typified by players such as Lee Atwell, who 
played every game this season despite being declared legally blind during the year, or Luke McLachlan, who 
after injuring himself would not allow his parents to get his sore arm seen to in case he missed any footy. Luke 
played through the pain and the gentle ribbing from his teammates to toughen up, and in addition to his 
premiership medallion, now sports a plaster cast on his broken wrist. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: He’s certainly tougher than you were! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: There is also Owen Hinchliffe, whose premiership photo now sits proudly alongside 
those of his three brothers on the Fremantle CBC clubroom wall. Every one of the young men in this competition 
deserves to be recognised for their achievements.  

These extraordinary young men have been given this opportunity because of the commitment of a dedicated 
group of volunteers, and I would like to acknowledge the contribution of Fremantle CBC coaching and 
coordination staff Brendan Bleakley, Adrian Rapanaro, Damien Rapanaro, Craig Smith and Glen Hinchliffe. 
Parent and team manager Heather Timms, whose son Kyron also plays in the team, has been a source of 
invaluable support in the development of this program, as have Cameron Agnew at the Western Australian 
Amateur Football League and Aaron Morse from the Department of Sport and Recreation.  

The key to the success of this league is that local community clubs such as Fremantle CBC are providing the 
right environments for these footballers to be part of. Congratulations again to all involved in this wonderful 
initiative. I urge all members to look for opportunities to promote and support this fantastic competition in their 
local areas.  
 


